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INFORMATION ABOUT COMPUTER-ASSISTED INFORMATION SYSTEMS (CIS) 


The number of CIS has so rapidly proliferated in recent years that it is difficult or even impossible for the individual 
to maintain an overview of the market (in a general sense) and to develop a feeling for where he should turn 
for what. This journal will make a survey of CIS that will on one side produce a compendium of systems, on the 
other side will provide the opportunity for an evaluation of the overall situation as well as of particular phenomena. 


In this survey both standardized software packages that can be used to implement systems as well as individual 
systems with specific data base that is available for access will be included. Two different description forms will 
be used. The survey will first concentrate on software packages. We ask all authors or manufacturers of such 
software packages to hand in a system description in the format indicated below. This can be done by copying 
the category schema (including category number and name, e.g. ‘110 (acronym):’’, but leaving out the remarks 
on the right side), or writing to the Editor-in-Chief for a form. The schema is purposely kept small so that filling 
out the form will not impose a burden. The information supplied this way will be used to identify existing systems 


and to accumulate a basic stock of information that can be enhanced for special purposes. 


General information 
110 (acronym): 
120 (title): 


130 (author/manufacturer): 


140 (person to contact for 
information) 


150 (reference, documenta- 
tion): 


170 (marketing information): 


180 (short system description) 


Required hardware 
210 (manufacturer and model) 
220 (peripheral devices): 
250 (storage requirements): 


Required basis software 


310 (operating system): 
320 (compiler): 


Data structure (user-level) 


410 (user-accessible data 
units): 


full name of the 
system 


full address and phone 
number 


literature, reports, 
system descriptions, 
etc. 


date of release, ver- 
sion, manufacturers 
support, rental or 
purchase costs 


main feature, scope 
and purpose, applica- 
tion for which tailored 


various hierarchy 
levels 


if system is written in a 
language other than 
machine or assembler 
language 


strings, items, records, 
relations, associations, 
files, etc. 


420 (type of data structures): networks, relational 


structures, hierarchies, 
mixed forms 


Data structures (physical device level) 
450 (storage stuctures): 
460 (access method(s): 
470 (restructuring possibilities): 


User languages 
510 (data definition language): 


530 (query and updating 
language): 


550 (output format features): 
570 (application programs): 


Protection and security 
610 (protection measures): 


650 (security measures): e.g. possibility of user- 


introduced security 
codes 


Performance 
710 (response time): 
730 (multiple access): 


750 (locking strategies): degree of concurrency 


of queries and updates 


Miscellaneous 
990 (additional features): 
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